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Three  of  the  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Eaton  who  came 
to  New  England  within  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  settlement 
were  the  brothers  Theophilus,  Samuel  and  Nathaniel.  Their 
father  was  the  Rev.  Richard  Eaton,  for  some  years  vicar  of  the 
parish  of  (rreat  Budworth,  in  Cheshire,  as  was  his  father,  also 
named  Richard,  before  him.  Two  abstracts  of  the  will  of  the 
second  Richard  have  beei;L  received,  one  by  Professor  Dexter 
from  the  late  Col.  Chester,  and  one  taken  afterwards  by  Miss 
Anwyl.  Col.  Chester's  abstract  was  published,  with  some  notes 
on  the  family,  by  Professor  Dexter,  in  the  New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register  for  January,  1884.  Each 
copy  contains  a  few  items  omitted  in  the  other.  Putting  the 
two  together,  the  amended  abstract  reads  thus  : — 

"I,  Richard  Eaton,  Clerk,  etc.;  will  dated  11th  July  and 
signed  12th  July,  1616,  proved  14th  January,  1616-17,  by 
Theophilus  Eaton.  My  two  houses  called  Pow  House  and  the 
Poos  House,  in  Over  Whettley,  co.  Chester,  and  a  piece  of 
land  which  I  lately  bought  of  John  Eaton,  of  Sandyway,  and 
all  my  other  lands,  I  give  to  my  wife  Elisabeth  for  her  life. 
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Other  lands,  etc.,  in  Over  Wlieatley  to  be  sold  and  the  money 
to  be  divided  amongst  my  children,  Elisabeth,  Hannah,  John, 
Samuel,  Thomas,  ffrancis,  Nathaniell  and  Jonathan,  equally. 
To  my  son  Theophilus  said  two  houses  after  my  wife's  death, 
and  I  make  him  my  sole  Executor,  he  to  pay  my  said  three 
daughters  their  portions  at  marriage. 

Witnesses,  Matthew  Hiller,  Joseph  Denman,  Thomas 
ffeatherstone." 

^^Prerogative  Court  of  Camierhury^  Weldon^  8.] 

The  history  of  the  sons  John,  Thomas,  Francis  and  Jonathan 
is  unknown.  Theophilus,  Samuel  and  I^athaniel  came  to  Bos- 
ton in  1637,  and  their  history  is  well  known.  Theophilus  was 
the  first  Governor  of  J^ew  Haven  Colony,  where  he  was 
greatly  venerated,  and  where  he  died  January  7, 1657-8.  One 
son  of  the  Governor,  named  Samuel,  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1649,  married  Mrs.  Mabel  Haynes  November  17, 
1654,  and  died  with  his  wife  in  July  of  the  next  year.  The 
only  surviving  son  of  the  Governor  was  Theophilus,  who  re- 
turned to  the  old  country  after  his  father's  death,  lived  for 
some  time  in  Dublin,  and  is  supposed  to  have  died  there  un- 
married. His  daughter  Mary  became  the  second  wife  of  Val- 
entine Hill,  of  Boston,  about  1646,  had  two  sons,  John, 
baptized  August  22,  1647,  and  Nathaniel,  born  March  31, 1660. 
Valentine  Hill  removed  to  Dover,  and  died  there  in  1662. 
Savage  says  his  widow  perhaps  married  John  Lovering,  of 
Dover,  and  next  Ezekiel  Knight,  of  Wells.  John  Lovering 
was  drowned  in  1668  or  '69,  leaving,  says  Savage,  several 
young  children.  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  trace  the  descent 
of  the  Hills  or  the  Loverings,  nor  do  I  know  whether  the 
family  of  the  name  of  Lovering  now  living  about  Boston  is  of 
this  race  or  not.  Hannah  Eaton,  the  Governor's  younger 
daughter,  married,  in  London,  July  4,  1659,  William  Jones. 
The  Joneses  came  to  New  Haven  the  next  year,  where  Mr. 
Jones  became  Deputy  Governor.  They  had  several  children, 
sons  and  daughters,  and  were  followed  by  a  numerous  poster- 
ity.   The  Jones  family  has  always  had  an  honorable  position 
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among  the  old  families  of  Connecticut,  and  will  doubtless  hold 
it  for  generations  to  come. 

Rev.  Samuel  Eaton  came  to  New  Haven,  but  returned  to 
England  in  1640,  had  a  living,  as  Savage  informs  us,  "  at 
Duckenlield,  co.  Chester,  until  the  great  ejection,  and  died  at 
the  neighboring  parish  of  Denton,  January  9, 1665  or  '66,  aged 
68."  Savage  says  that  he  probably  had  a  wife,  but  no 
children. 

Nathaniel  Eaton,  as  Professor  Dexter  tells  us,  was  born 
about  1609,  and  educated  under  Dr.  William  Ames  at 
Francker  in  the  N  etherlands.  Governor  Winthrop  gives  some 
account  of  him  in  pages  308-313  of  the  first  volume  of  his 
history,  and  says,  he  had  been  sometimes  initiated  among  the 
Jesuits."  In  1637  he  was  made  the  teacher  or  master  of  the 
College  at  Cambridge,  then  called  Newtown,  and  he  continued 
in  that  charge  till  the  fall  of  1639,  during  which  time  John 
Harvard  bequeathed  his  library  to  the  College,  and  the  General 
Court  ordered  that  the  College  at  Cambridge  shall  be  called 
Harvard  College.  Mr.  Savage,  therefore,  very  properly  called 
him  "  the  first  head  of  Harvard  College,  but  not  dignified  with 
the  title  of  President."  More  may.  be  read  about  him  in 
Paige's  History  of  Cambridge,  and  also  in  volume  ix.,  pp.  269- 
271  of  the  Historical  and  Genealogical  Kegister.  Paige  quotes 
from  Cotton  Mather  {Magnalia^  vol.  2,  p.  10),  in  relation  to  his 
character  and  conduct.  The  story  is  not  pleasant  to  recall. 
He  was  brought  before  the  Court,  tried,  and  punished  by  fine 
and  by  being  "  debarred  teaching  children  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion." Pending  trial  before  the  church  also,  he  went  away  to 
Virginia,  and  eventually  returned  to  England.  His  wife  and 
all  but  one  of  his  children  took  passage  for  Virginia,  but  the 
vessel  in  which  they  sailed  was  never  afterAvards  heard  frono. 

This  sole  surviving  child  was  Benoni  Eaton,  born  about 
1639.  Benoni  was  left  to  the  care  of  the  church  in  Cambridge, 
and  grew  up  under  the  special  protection  of  Deacon  Thomas 
Chisholm.  The  church-records  mention  him  once  or  twice 
during  his  childhood,  and  he  appears  to  have  been  bred  to  the 
trade  of  a  maltster.    He  was  a  member  of  the  train-band,  and 
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a  single  man  in  1664.  Deacon  Chisholm  died  August  18, 
1671,  and  becjueatlied  a  field  to  Benoni,  who  was  bj  this  time 
married  and  the  father  of  one  or  two  children.  His  wife's 
christian  name  was  Rebecca ;  her  family  is  not  known.  He 
died  December  20,  1690,  aged  51  years.  His  widow  married 
John  Hastings  September  28,  1691.  Savage  mentions  four 
children  of  Benoni  and  Rebecca,  and  Paige  doubtfully  adds  a 
fifth.    The  five,  arranged  in  probable  order  of  birth  are  : 

1.  Nathaniel,  born  about  1667,  died  22  February,  1690-91, 

aged  21. 

2.  Rebecca,  born,   perhaps,    about    1670,    married  John 

Bunker,  28  April,  1690.  gv 

3.  Anne,  born  7  September,  1672,  4ied-^  Oclubttf,  l<)t3.^' 9^^^^^-^ 

4.  Theophilus,  born  20  September,  1674,  died,  according  to  M^^Wl 

Savage,  the  same  day  with  his  older  brother,  22  Feb- 
ruary, 1690-91. 

5.  Ursula,  born,  perhaps,  several  years  after  the  others,  mar- 

ried Jacob  Parker,  of  Boston,  29  April,  1708.  She  is 
omitted  by  Savage,  and  mentioned  with  a  "  perhaps  " 
by  Paige,  who  also  does  not  seem  positive  about  IS^a- 
thaniel  and  Rebecca. 

To  these  five  I  venture  to  add  a  sixth,  whom  I  refer  to  this 
family  for  reasons  which  will  presently  appear. 

6.  Samuel,  who  was  probably  the  Samuel  Eaton  chosen  to 
serve  as  Sealer  of  Leather,  in  Boston,  in  1716  and  in  1723,  and 
as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  1722.  He  was  married  in  Boston  to 
Ruth  Fairfield,  grand-daughter  of  Daniel  Fairfield,  23  July, 
1702.  Daniel  Fairfield's  will  is  dated  16  June,  1708  ;  his  lega- 
tees were  his  wife  Ruth,  and  his  grand -daughters  Ruth  Eaton 
and  Mary  Fairfield  ;  his  executors  were  his  wife  and  Samuel 
Eaton.  After  his  wife's  decease  the  estate  was  to  be  divided 
into  three  parts,  one  part  to  each  of  three  persons,  his  son 
Daniel  (then  at  sea),  his  grandchild  Ruth  Eaton  and  his  grand- 
child Mary  Fairfield.  In  a  codicil  dated  20  October,  1709,  he 
gave  to  each  of  three  children  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
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Goddard,  15  shillings  "  to  buy  each  of  you  a  ring  to  remember 
me  by."  Samuel  Eaton  rendered  the  account  of  his  executor- 
ship 18  August,  1718  ;  his  associate  executrix  was  then  de- 
ceased. The  first  day  of  June,  1717,  Samuel  Eaton,  cord- 
wainer,  of  Boston,  as  surviving  executor  of  Daniel  Fairfield, 
sold  to  Jacob  Parker,  of  Boston,  mason,  for  £135,  a  house  and 
land  near  the  mill  pond,  and  on  the  same  day  Jacob  Parker 
and  wife  Ursula  reconveyed  the  same  estate  to  Samuel  Eaton. 
This  transaction  makes  it  pretty  clear  that  Samuel  Eaton  and 
Ursula  Parker  were  of  the  same  family.  But  a  much  stronger 
evidence  appears  in  the  selection  of  names  given  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Samuel  and  Euth.    These  children  were  : 

1.  Mary,  born  1  May,  1704. 

2.  Rebecca,  born  14  December,  1705,  baptized  at  the  Old 

South  Church  2'6d  of  same  month.  She  married 
Kathaniel  Goodwin  at  Boston,  22  September  1724. 

3.  Ruth,  born  2  November,  1707,  married  Samuel  Ellis  at 

Boston,  5  January,  172S. 

4.  Benoni,  born  7  August,  1712. 

5.  Anna,  born  6  August,  1715. 

6.  Samuel,  born  20  May,  1718,  baptized  25th  of  same  month. 

7.  Ursula,  baptized  27  August,  1721. 

After  1723,  no  mention  of  the  father  has  as  yet  been  found 
at  Boston,  and  it  is  possible  that  he  removed  to  some  place  still 
unknown.  The  occurrence  of  the  names  Rebecca,  Benoni  and 
Ursula,  among  his  children,  removes  all  reasonable  doubt  that 
he  was  a  son  of  Benoni  and  Rebecca  Eaton  of  Cambridge. 

Here  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  Savage  says  that  The- 
ophilus,  son  of  Benoni,  died  22  Feb.,  1691,  the  same  day  with 
his  brother  Nathaniel.  The  coincidence  of  the  deaths  of 
the  brothers  on  the  same  day  is  remarkable,  and  Paige  does 
not  mention  the  death  of  Theophilus.  Indeed,  Mr.  Wm.  L. 
Eaton,  of  Concord,  a  most  careful  investigator,  assures  me  that 
the  death  of  Theophilus  is  not  recorded  at  Cambridge.  It  is 
then  possible  that  he  lived  to  have  children,  and  we  may  ask 
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the  question  whether  lie  was  not  the  father  of  a  certain 
Nathaniel  Eaton,  chosen  to  serv-e  as  clerk  of  the  market  in 
Boston,  in  1719-20,  a  man  of  whom  no  other  mention  has  been 
found,  but  who  might  well  have  been  the  father  of  another 
I^Tathaniel  Eaton  of  Boston,  a  leather-dresser,  who  married  (1st) 
Mercy  Trott,  26  Aug.,  1743,  and  (2d)  Sarah  Day,  5  Jan.,  17-17. 
l^oue  of  the  known  l^athaniels  of  the  Reading  families  could 
possibly  have  been  this  man.  Of  his  first  marriage  was  born 
i^athaniel,  24  July,  1744,  who  lived  in  Boxbury,  but  removed 
to  Lancaster,  and  whose  descendants  are  known.  Of  the 
second  mari-iage  was  born  James,  baptized  18  Dec,  1748,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  1749-50.  But  as  this  line 
of  descent  is  wholly  conjectural,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  pur- 
sue it  any  farther  in  the  present  paper.  I  will  merely  note 
that  one  of  the  younger  sons  of  Nathaniel  of  Lancaster,  was 
named  Theophilus,  for  a  supposed  ancestor. 

To  return  to  the  family  of  Samuel  and  Ruth :  Nathaniel 
Goodwin,  who  married  their  daughter  Rebecca,  removed  to 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  about  1735,  and  entered  upon  the 
books  at  that  place  his  marriage  in  Boston  to  Rebecca  Eaton, 
and  the  birth  of  three  children  there,  as  well  as  of  five  younger 
children  at  Middletown. 

At  Middletown  is  recorded  the  marriage  of  Samuel  Eaton  to 
Deborah  Markham,  25  June,  1746.  While  there  is  no  positive 
proof  that  this  Samuel  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth,  it 
may  be  observed  that  Samuel,  born  in  1718,  was  of  fair  mar- 
riageable age  in  1746,  that  his  sister  was  living  in  Middletown, 
and  that  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Eatons,  who 
were  living  in  Connecticut  at  that  time,  shows  no  other  Samuel 
who  could  have  been  the  husband  of  Deborah  Markham. 
Samuel  and  Deborah  Eaton  removed  from  Middletown  to 
Enfield  about  1748.    They  had  two  or  three  children. 

1.  Samuel,  born  at  Middletown,  7  June,  1747. 

2.  Deborah,  born  at  Enfield,  80  June,  1749. 

3.  (?)  OHver,  died  at  Enfield,  29  March,  1762. 
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The  father  probably  Hved  until  about  1790,  soon  after  which 
date  his  son  dropped  the  affix  of  "  Jr., "  which  he  had  pre- 
viously used. 

Samuel  Eaton,  born  in  1747,  lived  all  his  life  at  Enfield. 
He  married  Mary  Tiffany  at  Enfield,  30  July,  1765.  Their 
children  were : 

1.  Mary,  born  26  [or  28]  July,  1766. 

2.  Samuel,  born  9  Apr.,  1768. 

3.  Sybil,  born  22  Nov.,  1769. 

4.  Ruth  (an  ancestral  name),  born  17  Oct.,  1771. 
6.  Lovisa,  born  24  Aug.,  1774. 

6.  Roxana,  twin-sister  to  Lovisa. 

7.  Ebenezer,  born  4  June,  1776. 

8.  Elisha,  born  1778. 

About  1798,  the  father  with  his  children,  Ruth  and  Elisha, 
and  probably  also  Roxana,  joined  the  community  of  Shakers 
at  Enfield,  and  in  that  community  they  died,  the  father,  28 
March,  1817,  Ruth,  3  Sept.,  1829,  Roxana,  3  May,  1853,  and 
Elisha,  1  ^^^ov.,  1842.  Mary,  Lovisa  and  Ebenezer  perhaps 
died  in  childhood,  as  no  more  mention  is  found  of  them. 

The  son,  Samuel,  born  in  1768,  refused  to  join  the  Com- 
munity, though  urged  to  do  so  by  his  father  with  some  of  the 
severity  so  characteristic  of  his  supposed  ancestor,  jSTathaniel, 
and  went  away  from  his  native  town  and  his  relatives,  never 
to  return  to  them.  He  made  his  way  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  enhsting  in  the  regular  army,  was  stationed  in  and 
about  New  York  City  for  several  years.  After  his  term  of 
service  had  expired,  he  worked  for  some  time  on  a  farm  in 
Dutchess  County.  About  the  year  1807  he  went  to  western 
New  York  and  took  up  some  land  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Erie 
County,  on  what  was  then  called  the  "Holland  Purchase." 
Two  or  three  years  later  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  in  the 
adjoining  town  of  Concord,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  4  June,  1841. 

Of  Benoni,  the  son  of  the  first  Samuel,  born  at  Boston  in 
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1712,  nothing  is  known  beyond  the  date  of  his  birth.  It  may 
be  that  later  studies  will  reveal  his  subsequent  history  and  pos- 
sibly discover  a  living  posterity. 

While  the  identity  of  Samuel  Eaton  of  Middletown,  with 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Kuth,  remains  only  a  plausible  con- 
jecture, it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  Nathaniel  Eaton  of  Cam- 
bridge has  living  descendants  in  the  male  line,  and  this  paper 
is  offered  in  the  hope  that  facts,  yet  to  be  discovered,  may 
either  confirm  the  pedigree  here  suggested,  or  else  clearly  dis- 
prove it. 

N.  B. — This  paper,  as  read,  gave  some  account  of  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Capt.  Samuel  Eaton,  most  of  whom  have  settled  in 
the  Northwestern  States  ;  but  these  details  are  not  printed,  as  the 
Society  does  not  publish  genealogical  matter  of  so  recent  a  date. 
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